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Shuzo Mark and Sandra I. Sumi
In Memoriam
Michael Akio Omotani Acknowledgments T his book is a substantial revision of my doctoral dissertation submitted to the University of Michigan. I owe a debt of gratitude to the members of my doctoral committee, in particular my adviser, David Potter, who was instrumental in getting the project started and remained a source of sage counsel and encouragement throughout the long process of transforming it into a book. I have accrued a number of other debts over the years, both institutional and personal. Bruce Arnold, Bettina Bergmann, Cynthia Damon, Paula Debnar, John Ramsey, and Carole Straw all read earlier versions of some or all of the manuscript, saved me from many errors, and provided encouragement at crucial stages. The anonymous readers of the Press also offered helpful comments and suggestions.
Earlier versions of some of the material contained in the book were presented at Mount Holyoke College, Bard College, Williams College, Smith College, and Wesleyan University as well as at meetings of the New England Ancient Historians Colloquium, the Classical Association of New England, and the American Philological Association. The questions and comments from the audiences on those occasions helped redirect my thinking on some crucial points. I had the good fortune to participate in a National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar at the American Academy in Rome led by Bettina Bergmann and Christine Kondoleon, which helped shape many of the ideas contained in the book. Mount Holyoke College provided a faculty grant at an opportune time for another trip to Rome. Completion of the project was greatly facilitated by a Blegen Research Fellowship in Classics at Vassar College. I would also like to thank the editorial staff at the University of Michigan Press, especially those who helped this book see the light-Ellen Bauerle, Collin Ganio, and Christopher Collins. Needless to say, I bear responsibility for all remaining errors.
This book is dedicated to three people: to my parents, who always preached the value of a good education, although I don't think they could have anticipated where their advice would lead me; and to the memory of my cousin, Michael, who (I ›atter myself in thinking) would have enjoyed reading this book.
Finally, to my children, Katherine and Christina, for enduring a father whose attention was too often divided, and to my wife, Jennifer, who suffered the most, I can offer only my love and appreciation for their support and understanding.
All translations of Latin and Greek passages quoted in the text and notes are my own unless indicated otherwise.
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